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Business 
So the Season has started and we have had our first couple of rides...if your 

anything like me you have your calendar up and have circled the ones you 

wish to attend and continue to make more plans on said calendar distances 

goal etc which horse what ride é 

  

Ride Results  

Wilga  

For the 80km  

1st HW and BC went Elsja Brandis and her horse Top Fancy Letôs Go 

 

1st MW and BC went to Frances Overheu and Poseidon Moon 

2nd MW Shirley O'Donoghue and Chrissy Popsicle 

3rd MW  Crystal Piggott and Anvil Grove Cadenza 

 

1st LW  and BC Linda Dix and Ebony's Savannah Rose 

2nd LW Kylie Day and Deep Forest El Kahdah 

3rd Anita Fortsch and Arabika Absolute 

 

Easter Marathon 

 

240km 

MW 

1
st

 Frances Overhue Poseidon Moon 

2nd Richard Summerfield & Arabika Cue tee 

 

LW 

1st Elizabeth Mulcahy & Noran Maxamillion 

1st Kylie Day & Deep Forest El Kahdahr 

3rd Anita Fortsch & Arabika Absolute 



4th Lyn Summerfield & Kholonial Farrington 

 

Congratulations to all that completed the mini and micro marathon 

Bridgetown Golden Horseshoe 

80km  

MW  

1st Jeanette Denham & Murungah Chandon 

2nd Julia Lockwood & Tora Sardeeka 

3rd Marcel Fortch &  Mirriyindi Rico 

 LW 

1st Linda Dix & Gungurri Xena 

1st Raylene Watson & Rokewood Sinente 

3rd Kylie Day & Deep Forest El Kahdahr 

 

 

 

 

Anne Airey 



 

 

Mikaela Thambert 

N ews   
Jarrahdale clinic 17km ride had a 92.59% Success rate in terms of vetting but I 

think we can all agree it was a 100% success rate with a great track easy 

marked course and lots of happy faces well done organisers ! 

 

WA has an 1* FEI Ride back on the Calendar 

Please find attached EOI information for riders seeking subsidies and 'How to enter' guides for 
both horse and rider.  
Below are a few FAQ to help you out.  
Q. Is FEI more expensive? 
A. This FEI competition will cost you the same as an AERA ride with the generous subsidies 
ASPIRE is offering. The cost of EWA rego, FEI rego (for horse and rider) and FEI passport do 
add up- however, if you are eligible, ASPIRE will cover these costs.  
Q. Why should I do an FEI event? 
A. FEI is a world-wide endurance competition, whereas AERA rides are only found in Australia. 
This means you can ride anywhere in the world if you are an FEI rider and the same 
rules/regulations apply across the globe.  

If you hope to represent Australia as either rider, groom, official or vet, this can only be achieved 
in FEI competition. The good thing is, if you are a rider, you don't necessarily need your own 
horse to compete in overseas FEI competition.  

Your rider star rating (e.g. FEI 80km*) lasts forever. This means even if you don't have an 
opportunity in the short term to ride overseas, the option is open to you in the future.  



FEI is a vet gate into hold system (opposed to 30 minute standard vetting) which is used at State 
Championship events and the Quilty. Getting the extra practice of this format is beneficial.  

Q. What is the minimum weight for Open riders? 
A. The minimum weight for this FEI 80km* event is 70kg riding weight. There are no weight 
categories, only Open riders. You are able to carry weights (e.g. gel pads) to meet this limit. 
Q. What is a Youth rider? 
A. Youth riders are aged between 14 - 21. There is no minimum weight requirement for Youth 
riders. PLEASE NOTE: this is a different age bracket to what AERA considers as a Junior 
competitor.  

 

West Coast Acharon competing 

WAERA / ACHARON 

CHALLENGE FEI Ride  

SATURDAY 5 TH MAY 

2018 

WAERA Ride Base 

McVee Road Collie 
Distances: FEI *80Km/ AERA 

80KM  

  THIS WILL BE VET GATE 

INTO HOLD RIDE  

                               50km and 

20km Ordinary Vetting  

 
 Entry Fees:     FEI *80km     $130  

                        AERA 80km    $100  

                                  50km    $70 

Plus $30 day membership  

 20km    $40 

Plus $30 day membership  

Vet checks:       FRI from 3pm & Sat am  

 

Pre-Ride Brief:   80km ð Fri 6pm  

   50km & 20km ð Sat 7am  

  

Start Times:    80km ð 7am 

   50km ð 8 am 

   20km ς 9 am      

 

PAY ENTRIES THROUGH TRYBOOKING https://www.trybooking.com/USRD  

https://www.trybooking.com/USRD


PLEASE EMAIL YOUR ENTRY TO RIDE SEC & any Enquiries to  

 Rachell Nell 0417 366 068  waerasec17@gmail.com, For FEI Ride entries email to 

Jane Radny westcoastarabians@bigpond.com   any FEI enquiries also to Jane R, 

0419 198 976 . 

 

ENTRIES CLOSE: Monday 30 TH  APRIL 8PM Late entry will be 

chargedé 

Facilities:  Camping, showers, toilets. Canteen available.                       

Fires are allowed, Fire drum preferred. Please put out thoroughly, donõt 

leave burnt logs aroundé  Bins are provided for all rubbish, DO NOT 

LEAVE IT ON YOUR CAMP SITE.   Please leave your site MANURE AND 

HAY FREE.  

ALL Dogs strictly on leads PLEASE. Barking will not be toleratedé      

 

 
 

mailto:waerasec17@gmail.com
mailto:westcoastarabians@bigpond.com


Articles

 
Grab your cuppa and enjoy this lovely article written by Sue Howell 

 

 

aŀǊŎƘŀƭƭΩǎ ŜƴŘǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜΧΦ   

 

Marchall has been mine for a little over 2 years.  He came to me as a 5 year old 
who had to date lead a very sheltered and happy life, spending his days playing 
with his mates.  He had been lightly started at 3½ and then left to be a horse 
again. 

 

He settled in immediately and I spent the next few months getting to know him and introducing him, 
gently, to the various areas, tracks and trails he was likely to see much more of in the future.  As he 
was just a youngster, we just took things steadily, with my intent being to develop him over several 
years.  Along with riding out, we also sǇŜƴǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜƴŀ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ΨƎȅƳΩ ǿƻǊƪΗ  

He handled it all very well, and was more than happy being on his own, even passing the occasional 
horse without any fuss whatsoever ς a trait I was very grateful for.   

 

hǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ΨŜƴŘǳǊŀƴŎŜΩ ŜǾŜƴǘ was Wilga which offers a really nice, quiet environment.  It goes without 
saying that there were a few firsts for Marchall at this ride.  He was put in a yard attached to a float 

 



for the first time, he went through the vet ring, he rode out with a large group of horses etc.  He 
handled all of this very well for a young and green horse, though did give the yard several nudges 
just to make sure he was supposed to stay in there!  He was a pleasure to ride, even though we did 
fall down a big hole ς he just hopped back up and was ready to go! 

 

Following on from Wilga, we attended several more rides, those which I thought would suit where 
he was at.  However, instead of Marchall becoming even more at ease in a ride environment, he was 
reacting more to the surroundings and was not able to relax sufficiently in the vet ring and was not 
overly happy in his yard at times.  He was still a pleasure and responsive to ride, though still learning 
about checkpoints which was to be expected.  I think that when being ridden and able to move, he 
ŦŜƭǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ΨǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ  

 

I realized it was time to take a step back and get back to basics and help Marchall feel confident and 
safe rather than worried in new and sometimes busy environments.  His reaction is totally 
understandable given the lack of exposure he had added to the fact that I had taken too much for 
granted and not prepared him well enough.  Some horses adapt more quickly while others like 
aŀǊŎƘŀƭƭΣ ƴŜŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅΦ  !ǎ ƛǎ aŀǊŎƘŀƭƭΩǎ ǿŀȅΣ he shares how he really feels very 
ƻǇŜƴƭȅΣ  ǎƻ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƛŦ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ΨƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭƛǎŜΩΦ  L Řƻ 
ƴƻǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ΨƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘΩ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŀǘ 
all.  He was reacting the only way he knew how, and I needed some strategies whereby I could help 
him change this.   

 

During this time, I was very fortunate to meet a truly wonderful and supportive person who worked 
ƻǳǘ ΨǿƘƻ aŀǊŎƘŀƭƭ ǿŀǎΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀōƻǳǘ мл ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ helped me improve the connection 
between us and therefore his focus and trust, taking his mind off everything (well almost 
everything!) around him and bringing it back to me.  This is a very simplistic overview of what we 
were trying to achieve and obviously it does not happen overnight and will continue to be a work in 
progress.  There are no tricks or special gear, but methods based on knowledge, understanding, 
practice and TIME.  It makes heaps of sense to me and has provided me with a variety of tools for my 
toolbox as well as a much greater awareness of what my horses are trying to tell me, with still so 
very much more to learn!! 

Marchall and I also attended a few clinics and lessons along the way and I was really happy with how 
we were improving steadily. 

 

We returned to Wilga in 2017 and had an enjoyable 40km ride and I was 
really happy with how he handled the whole event.  We then completed the 
mini marathon at Easter which was not our most enjoyable event though I 
do believe it was pivotal in him learning to drink out on course (thanks to 
the wonderful Jo and Bailey) and he was much calmer in the vet ring.  

With 3 carefully spaced rides,  Marchall qualified as an endurance horse 
last year and I was more than happy to end his endurance year on this 
note at the end of September. He now seemed much more comfortable at 
Collie so 2 of his 80s were completed there with the other at Yarloop.  
They were not the easiest of rides so I was very happy with how he 
handled the demands.  He is quite an athletic boy and moves along well, 



however is still young and in development mode.   There was room for improvement  but I was rapt 
with how far he had come. 

 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ΨƎȅƳΩ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ 
Equitation days.  I plan to continue improving our flat work for strengthening which can only help 
ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƻǳǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŦŜŜƭǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ΨƎŜǘ ƛǘΩ ǘƻƻΗ   ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ 
Equitation has dressage as its base and also includes obstacles, so lots of fun.   

 

I entered us in the 80km ride held during the Easter Marathon event as I was wanting to start the 
year at a familiar ground with the plan of introducing some new venues throughout the year.  Most 
of our training had been spent concentrating on building muscle and a good rhythm.  While we had 
been working in the hills and on sand, none of this had been at any particular pace.  While I did enter 
the 80, I was just going to take one leg at a time especially since it had been quite a while since our 
last event. 

²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀƭƻƴŜ ǘƻƻΣ ǿƛǘƘ ΨǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ {ǳŜΩ ƻǾŜǊ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎΦ  L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ 
ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǎƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ Ƴȅ ΨōƛƎ ƎƛǊƭ ǳƴŘƛŜǎ ƻƴΩΗ   

 

I am really excited and proud to say that the Marchall I took off the float at Collie was so cool and 
calm it was just like we were at home!  Into the yard and all he wanted to do was eat and down to 
the vet ring and he was just about perfect I reckon!   I could have gone home then and been a very 
ƘŀǇǇȅ ŎŀƳǇŜǊ ōǳǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘΗ   

He continued to excel, eating his normal mash meals like the ones at home (he usually goes for dry 
feed and hay at rides) and munching on hay all night ς winning!   

Leigh was kind enough to let me ride out with her in the morning however, after 10 minutes I could 
see we needed our own space so I decided we needed to let them get ahead.  This was achieved 
with a minimum of fuss ς thank you so much Marchall ς and we were then on our own, moving 
along beautifully.  He sniffed the water at the first check point so I expected he would drink at the 
next, and he did, and at every checkpoint thereafter ς awesome!  We did the rest of this leg on our 
own, and I can happily say it is the best ride we have ever had, anywhere.  He was cruising along at a 
nice steady pace (he needed checking a few times but nothing radical), sniffing the ground just to 
make sure we were on the right track, popping into and out of canter when the word was spoken ς 
just magical.  There may have been an occasion where I was looking straight down the track and he 
took a turn that I might have missed ς  clever boy! 

 

He was not quite as eager on the second leg, with a few horses passing us going the other way 
(home!) early on, I think he would have appreciated some company.   However, we soldiered on 
drinking and eating really well.  At the 20k mark we had company and this boosted him no end.   

So home we travelled and down to the vet ring for the last time.  There was a little glitch after the 
TPRing, where he was not keen to go any further!  Luckily, one of our very kind vets indulged his 
wishes and came to him!  However, he still needed to run out which he did quite nicely though he 
was a tired boy.  Back at the float he alternated between resting and eating after his really big day at 
the office. 

 



So, what to make of what just happened?  I have felt that Marchall 
has been in a good place for a while now, just was not sure how it 
would transpire.  I am beyond happy that he is now able to feel OK 
at a ride though I will still be taking it just one ride at a time.  He is 
still very much a youngster in my book, given I would like to think 
ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ мл ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǘƛƳŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜΦ  IŜ ƛǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ 
fun guy, gentle, cheeky at times, quirky, willing and of course 
ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ƭƻǎŜ ŀƴȅ of that.   

He is a legend, in his own little lunchbox, cos that is the only one that really matters!!!!   

 

(Thanks to Vince Evans and Sue Fimmano for the photos) 

 

Why I love the Arabian horse   

(written by Karly Elliott) 

 

I fell in love with an Arabian ƘƻǊǎŜ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ мо ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŜ ōǳǘ Ƴȅ 

ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ friend owned him, we were visiting one day and I remember mum telling me not 

to go in the colt yard true to teenage form I went in that yard much to my mums horror 

and walked right up to a gorgeous colt called Ros Jalna now from that moment I knew that 

horse was going to be mine not then but one day I cant explain the feeling but I knew he 

and I were meant to be. 

I would walk to the Jarrahdale oval and admire the endurance riders and think one day 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ƨŀƭƴŀ ŀƴŘ LΦ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǿƛǎƘŦǳƭ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ L Ƨǳǎǘ ƪƴŜǿΦ ! ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

story that would take as long as a book to write jalna and I ended up together. We had 15 

years together before he sadly passed away 8 days before my first child was born.  Jalna 

and I attended rides together and instilled my love of the Arabian he was graceful 

intelligent and loyal ive owned welsh ponies quarter horses and Andalusians nothing 

compares to the Arabians in my life.  

They give me all their trust and in return I give them mine. LΩƳ a big advocate on the 

Arabian horse I love showing people what the Arabian horse can do when they tell me 

they dislike the Arabian horse. 

These horses are bold smart versatile and with the right owner can do anything. Ive put 

my Arabians in the campdraft arena ive galloped them on the beach with a piece of string 

I see them watching their feet as my children stomp around them or softly nudging up to 

them for a pat. ²ƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǎƪ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŀƭƭ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƘƻǊǎŜ L ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ !Ǌŀōƛŀƴ ƳƛƴŜ 

have yet to show me there not up for a challenge whether its endurance riding chasing a 

cow or riding freestyle riding or out jumping. As you can tell LΩƳ passionate about the 

Arabian and if you have one please write about them blog about them show people that 

they are in fact ƴƻǘ άŎǊŀȊȅέ ŀǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 



are majestic and if you have one feel proud that they have chosen you to ride them as you 

have won their trust and with that they will give you everything 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


